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OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. -

The clerk of the senate delivers the bill to anthorise Thomas A. Davis to complete bis collection,
endorsed ««will pass >’ Qrdered to be engiossed. ‘T'he bill for the relief of Thomas Russeil, a free biack
man, endorsed ««will not pass; the bill relating to the city court of Baltimore, endorsed :-will pass with
the p.-oposed ameanent;” which amendment was read and dissented from. The bill to Vallow Daniel
§chnebly, late sheriff and collector of Washington county, fur.her time to complete his collection, en-"
dorsed ««will pass with the proposed amendments;”” wirich amendments were read, assented to, and the
pill ordered to be erigrossed. T'he bill for keepinz in repair the public roads in Worcester county, and to
repeal certain parts of the acts of assembly therein mentioned, endorsed «will pass with the proposed
qmendment;’’ which amendment was read, assented to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. A bill, en-
titled, A supplement to an act, entilled, An act relating to justices of the peace in the city ot Baltimore.
endorsed <*wijl pass;”’ which was read. And the resolution in favour o' Bejamin G. Joues, endorsed
wassented to with the proposed amendments;’’ which amendments were read and assented to.

M-. Polk reports a bill, entitled, An act relating to the sale of land made in pursnance of judgments
rendered by justices of the peace, and to confirm sales hereiofore made by constables hy virtue ot writs
of fieri factas  Mr Dorsey reports a further supplement to the act. entitled, An act concermng crimes
and punishments. Mr W. R Stuart reports a bill, entitled, An act to make public a landing upon
Chester river, in Queen Anne’s county; and Mr Kennedy reports a bill, entitled, An act to authorise
the president and directors of the Conacocheazue Bauk to sell or otherwise dispose of the interest of the
bank in the Cumberland road stock; which were severally read

The clerk of the senate delivers the bill to make valid a dec:l of manumission executed by Thomas
Carter; the b.ll 0 extend to John H. D. Lane further time to complete his collection; the bill to increase
the allowance of the sheriff of Worcester county; the bill relating to constables in the city of Baltitnore;
the bili authorising Joseph M. Cromwell to complete his collections; and the bill to increase the allow-,
ance »f the sheriff of Queen Annc's county, severally endorsed ¢«swill pass_with the proposed amend-
ments;”’ which amendments were <everally vead, assented to, and the bills ordered to be engrossed. Also
the bill annulling the marriage of Thomas F \ard and Ann Ward; the b'll for the bencut of Arabella
Bavard; and the bill to authorise a lottery to rai~e a sum of money for the purpose ol building a church
forthe use of tne Luiherans and Presbyterians in the neighbourhood of Allguiers in Baltimore county,
severallv endorsed ¢<will not pass > )

The bill to incorporate the Octorara Navigation Company, was read the second time, passed, and sent
to the serate

Mr Breckenridge precents a petition from John Sievenson, sheriff of Baltimore county, praying to be
compensated for keeping insolvent debtors; which was read and referred to Messrs. Breckenridge, Mont-
gomery and Showers. : : .

Mr. Polk present a petition from the securities of William Waller, praving they may be authorised to
collect the balances due him; which was read and referred to Hessrs. Polk, Dennis and King.

Mr Montzomery reports a bill, entit'ed. An act relat:ns to the summoning jurors to the city court of
Baltimore: which was read the first and second time by especial order, passed, and sent to the senate.

Mr. Matfett delivers the following report:

The com-nittee to wlhom was veferred the petirion of sundry inhabitants of Cecil county, complaining
of encroachment by tiie Susquehanna Canal Company on the free navigation of the River Susquehanna,
respectiully report.— :

That bv aneact ofthe legislature. passed at November session 1783, a company was incorporated for the
purpose of rendering navizable the river Susquehanna, from the Pennsylvania line to tide water, ax_ld for ‘
that purpose to cut a canal trom a point on the said river called Love I-land; that by the 9th section of
that act, porveris gsiven o said company over the walers of the river, so far as may be necessary to sup-
plv their canal. and the water works to he erected thereon, with water; that by a vaviety of acts passed
since that Li ne. the tolls to bo demanded nn said canal are rerulated, the time oviginally limited for 1ts
comple ion extended, and the stock o. tiie company enlarzed; that several acts have also passed for im-
provinz and ren-erin s navi sahle the bed of the river. by one of which. to wit, the act of 1799, chapter
17, thirty thousand dollars are loaned to the company, part of which sum is diiected to be applied to the
clearing and deepening the bed of the river. and the comnany ave given hall tolis for the navigation on
the same; the power thus given to the canal company was repealed by an arct passed in the year eighteen
hundred and three, chapter 102, with the consent of the company, and in licu of the half tolls heretofore
granted, a power is given to the campany to quadruple the talls originally a':thorised on the canal,

Your committee are unanimously of opinion, that it was not meant by the legislature granting the char-
ter, to give to the company pawer of obstructing the free navigation of the river, the control over its
waters was expresslv given for the purposes of supplying the cana! with water, and this grant was indis-
pensable Lo the nseful as well as profitable operation of that great and laudable undetta king, but by sev_eral
O_f the acts abhove mentioned. and particolarly by an act passed at November session 1813, the bed of the
river is declared to be a public highway, and that this has been the opinion ot all preceding legislatures,
your committee gather from all the acts and proceedings of the legislature upon the subject. '

The petitioners represent, that a winy dam has heen erected by the company near the head of the canal,
which has mare the effect of o5# rucling the passagze down the river, and forcing articles into the canal,
than supplying the canal with water. Your committee regard the circumst.nces as of the utmost impor-
tance; they look upon the Susquehanna as 4 great medium of transportation between a large portion of
Pennsylvania and the upper parts of the state of New-York, with the Baltiinore market; they perceive
in this measure of the company, not anly oppression towards the peopie-of Maryland, but an invasion of
what has always been considered, and what your committee believe it is the best interest of Maryland,
should still be considered, the rights of the states of. Pennsylvania and New York, the free and unre- :
itrained navigation of the river. = - . ' - e .

Your committee would therefore recommend, that commissioners be appointed for the purpose of en-
quIring into the facts alleged by the pet'rtionei"s, with powers, should they find them to be true, to cause
to be prostrated the wing-dam above mentioned, or other obstructions interposed by the canal companyy
or their agents or servants, to the free navigation of the river. ' o B SN

For this purpose they submit the iollowing resolutions.




